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tf.ream flows, which, after supplying James'-street Brewery 
with water, falls into the Boyiie : in this church-yard are 
the remains of a regular bastion and platform for cannon, 
being the only vestige of modern fortification, in the en- 
tire circuit of the town walls. 

This spot is remarkable, as being the place at which 
Cromwell directed all his efforts in the storming oi 
Drogheda in 1049, efforts crowned with a complete, but 
bloody and inhuman success. The following copies of his 
letters to the parliament of England on this subject are 
eittracted from the parliamentary history of England, vol. 
19, and need no apology for their insertion here, accom- 
panied by notes, descriptive of the present situation of 
this place, 

LETTER L 

FOR THB HONORABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESQ. SPEAKER 
OF THE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND. 

Dublin, September Mth, 1649. 
Sir. — Your army being safely arrived in Dublin, and 
the enemy endeavouring to draw all his forces together, 



about Trym and Tecroghan, as ray intelligence gave me, 
from whence endeavours were used by tVie Marquis of 
Ormonde, to draw Owen Roe O'Neill to bis assistance, but 
with what success I cannot yet learn. 1 resolved after 
some refreshment taken for our weather-beaten men and 
horses, and accommodations for a march, to take the field, 
and accordingly upon Friday the 30th of August last, ren- 
dezvoused with eight regiments of foot, six of horse, and 
some troops of Dragoons, three miles on the north side of 
Dublin, the design was, the endeavouring the regaining of 
Drogheda, or tempting the enemy upon his hazard of the 
loss of that place to fight. 

Your army came before the town, upon the Monday 
following, where, having encamped, as speedy a course 
was taken as could be to frame our batteries, which took 
up the more time, because divers of the battering-guns 
were on ship board. Upon Monday the 9th of this instant, 
the batteries began to play, whereupon I sent Sir Arthur 
Ashton, the then governor, a summons to deliver up the 
town to the use of the parliament of England, to the which 
receiving no satisfactory answer, I proceeded that day to 




TenaHa^ or Jkinking Totcer on the ancient Toun-wally Drogheda. 



beat down a tower* on the south side of the town and to 
beat down the steeple of a church not far from the same 
place, which you will perceive by the chart inclosed. 

Our guns not being able to do much that day, it was 
resolved to do our utmost the next, to make breaches 
assaultable, and, by the help of God, to storm them ;f the 

* " I proceeded that day, &c" This must have been the 
steeple of St. Mary's, as we do not know of any other church 
in the south side of Drogheda. There was indeed the Priory of 
St. John's in John-street, but it is not probable this building 
ever had a steeple , the tower mentioned, stood in the S. E. 
angle of the Town wall, and was then a modern work com- 
]>ared to the rest of the defences in thiit place : the ruins of it 
shew that the ancient wall was demolished, and this tower or 
bastion erected a little further in, with a batter or slope to the 
level of the church yard, which is perliaps 20 feet higher 
within the wall, than the irround on the ou-tside. There are 
the remains of vaults in this angle, which w^ere probably used 
as a Mairazine. 

f *' The place pitched upon, &c. " It has been a matter 
of surprize to many who have not read these letters, that 
Cromwell should have chosen this spot, (undoubtedly the 
strongest and most dillicult of access) on which to make his 
attack, — the church yard of St. Mar\^'s, forming a ramy>art 
iK) feet hiLdi, faced with stone, and well flanked with towers, 
besides tlie advantage of the church within, and the valley of 



place chosen was that part of the wall next a church, called 
Saint Mary's, which was the rather pitched upon, because 
we did hope, that if we did enter and possess that church, 
we should be the better able to keep it against their horse 
and foot, until we could make entrance for our horse, which 
we (lid not conceive that any other part of the town would 
afford the like advantage for the purpose with this : the 
batteries planted* were two, one was for that part of the 
wall against the east end of the said church, the other, 

** The Dale," forming a tremendous and almost impassable 
ditch to the east — in fact so precipitous, that it is impossible to 
ascend it in a direct line. On the south the access was not so 
difficult, but the wall was high, defended by towers at inter- 
vals, and strengthened by arched buttresses on the inside. 
However he has made his reasons sufficiently obviou?, and al- 
though Ave detest the inhumanity of the man, we must ad- 
mire the courage and generalship of the ofScer, which 
prompted him to storm the strongest part of the fortress, that 
he might insure a secure lodgement within. 

* " The batteries planted were two, &c." Of these bat- 
teries, the soite of that to the east is yet visible, situate about 
800 yards distant on the opposite side of the Dale, and still 
called " Cromwell's mount." As they have begun to till it- 
lately, it is probable that in a few years it will entirely disap- 
pear. The battery on the south cannot now be traced ; there 
are no remains of the entrenchments mentioned. 
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against the wall on the south side, being somewhat long in 
battering; the enemv made sis entrenchments, three of 
them from the said church to Duleek gate, and three of 
them from the east end of the said church to the town wall, 
and so backwards. The guns, after some two or three 
Imndred shot, beat down the church tower,* and opened 
two reasonable good breaches in the east and south walls. 
• Upon Tuesday the 10th of this instant, about five o'clock 
in the evening, we began the storm, and, after some hot 
dispute, we entered about six or seven hundred men, the 
enemy disputing it very stiffly with us, and indeed, through 
the acl vantage of the place, and the courage God was 
pleased to give the defenders, our men were forced to re- 
treat quite out of the breach, not without some consider- 
able loss, Colonel Cossel being there shot in the head, 
whereof he presently died, and divers officers and men 
doing their duty, killed and wounded. 

There was a tenaiiaf to flanker the south wall of the 
tower, between Duleek gate and the corner tower before 
mentioned, which our men entered, and wherein they found 
some forty or fifty of the enemy, which they put to the sword, 
and this they held ; but this being without the wall, and 
the sally port through that tenalia being cboaked up with 
some of the enemy which were killed in it, it proved of 
no use for our entrance into the town that way. 

Although our men that stormed the breaches were for- 
ced to recoil, as before is expressed, yet, being encouraged 
to recover their loss, they made a second attempt, wherein 
God was pleased to animate them, that they got ground 
of the enemy, and, by the goodness of God, "forced him to 
quit his entrenchments, and after a very hot dispute, the 
enemy having both horse and foot within the wall, they 
gave ground, and our men became masters both of their 
retrenchments and the church, which, indeed, although 
they made our entrance the more' difficult, yet they proved 
of excellent use to us, so that the enemy could not annoy 
us with his horse, but thereby had advantage to make good 
the ground, that so we might let in our own horse, which 
accordingly was done, though with much difficulty. 

.Divers of the enemy retreated into the mill niount,t a 

(*) "Beat down the Church Tower, &c." The besieged 
having planted cannon on the battlements of this tower, 
winch annoyed him very much, Cromwell succeeded in heating 
down the upper part of it. About 50 feet high remained stand- 
ing in 1750, as appears by a view of Drogheda painted at 
that time, at present in the Mayoralty house: it was built on 
an arch, and resembled Magdalene's. Shortly after this period 
it was taken down, and the materials used in constructing the 
quay w«ill, or some other public work. 

I have been informed by an old inhabitant, who remem- 
bered the circumstanee, that the person employed to take it 
down, wishing to make short work, undermined it, but it hap- 
pening to fall sooner than he expected, he was unfortunately 
buried beneath the ruins, and killed on the spot. 

The town wall remains in the ruinous state to which 
Cromwell reduced it, except that the breach on the east has 
been partially filled up* It bears lasting tokens of the vio- 
lence of his attack. The parapet on the east side is com- 
pletely demolished, the stones composing the facing of the 
rampart, in many places indented or shattered to atoms, and 
a tower which occupied an angle to the north of the church, 
entirely desti'oyed. 

The breach on the south side, has been greatly enlarged. As 
it now appears, Cromwell would have had no difficulty in 
marching 50 men abreast into it, the part of the wall that re- 
mains is about 20 or 25 feet high, having a parapet and loop- 
holes, and about 6 feet thick, besides a range of buttresses con- 
nected by circular arches on the inner side. 

(f) "There was a tenalia, &c." This tenalia probably 
stood in the orchard, which now occupies the ground from the 
S. E. angle to Buleek-street, as a small arched door is visi- 
ble in the wall, though now filled, which perhaps is the sally- 
port mentioned. These tenalia or small towers, were originally 
placed at regular distances round the entire circuit of the 
town wall, but the one of which a sketch is given, and which 
stands in the rere of Mill mount is the only one which at pre- 
sent remains. 

(I) '* Divers of the enemy, &c." Mill mount, a very large 
and high Danish moat or tumulus, connected by a raised 
cause way or bridge witn a high precipitous bank, rising abruptly 
from the river Boyne, on which are erected a barrack for In- 



place very strong and of difficult access, being exceedingiy 
high, having a good graft, and strongly pallisaded. The 
go'vernor. Sir Arthur Ashton, and divers considerable 
officers, being there, cur men getting at them were order- 
ed by me to put them all to the sword, and indeed, being 
in the heat of action, I forbad them to spare any that were 
in arms in the town, and I think that night they put t o the 
sword about two thousand men, divers of the officers and 
men being fled over the bridge into the other part of the 
town, where about one hundred of them possessed Saint 
Peter's church steeple, some the west gate, and others, 
a round tower* next the gate, called Saint Sunday*s, these 
being summoned to yield to mercy, refused, whereupon I 
ordered the steeple of Saint Peter's to be fired.f when one 
of them was heard to say in the midst of the flames, " God 
damn me I God confound me ! I burn I I burn !" 

The next day the other towers were summoned, in one 
of which was about six or seven score, but they refused to 
yield themselves, and we knowing that hunger must com- 
pel them, set only a good guard to secure them from run- 
ning away, until their stomachs were come down ; from 
one of the said towers, notwithstanding their condition, 
they killed and wounded some of our men ; when they 
submitted themselves, their officers were knocked on the 
head, and every tenth man of the soldiers killed, and the 
rest shipped for the Barbadoes. 

I am persuaded that this is a righteous jud^u-ment of God 
upon these barbarous wretches, who have imbued their 
hands in so much innocent blood, and that it will tend to 
prevent the efl:usion of blood for the future, which are the 
satisfactory grounds for such actions, which otherwise can- 
not but work remorse and regret. The officers and soldiers 
of this garrison were the flower of their army, and their 
greater expectation was, that our attempting this place 
would put fair to ruin us, they being confident of the reso- 
lution of their men, anil the advantage of the place. If 
we had divided our force into two quarters, to have be- 
sieged the north town and the south town, we could not 
have had such a correspondency between the two parts of 
one army ; but that they might have brought their army, 
and have fought with wliich part they pleased, and at the 
same time, have made a sally with 200 men upon ns, and 
have left the walls manned, tliey having in the tov^n the 
number hereafter specified, but some say near four thou- 
sand. 

Since this great mercy vouchsafed to us, 1 sent a party 
of horse and dragoons to iDundalk, M'hich the enemy quitted 

fantry, military stores, hospital, &c. This place formed the 
S, W. angle of the town wall, and being exactly as Cromwell 
describes it, and commanding the entire, town, north and south 
of the river, must have been always considered the citadel of 
Drogheda. On Mill-mount a strong round tower has been 
erected, in the government of the Duke of Richmond, called 
Richmond fort : it is capable of containing 200 men, is mount- 
ed with two pieces of cannon, and has a magazine beneath, 
which is bomb-proof. 

* « Others aroundtower^ &c." This round tower stood 
to the east of Sunday gate, not on the town wall, but a littls 
detached from it : it was taken down some time since, and was 
probably one of the Bound towers attributed to the Danes, 
and peculiar to Ireland. 

f « I ordered the steeple of St. Peter's to be fired, &c." 
Johnston, in his History of Drogheda, says, and Leland con- 
curs, that " Quarter had been promised to all those who should 
lay down their arms, but it was only observed until all resistance 
was at an end. Many, confiding to this promise, at once yielded 
themselves prisoners, and the rest, unwilling to trust to the 
mercy of Cromwell, took shelter in the steeple of St. Peter's 
church, which was composed of wood, though the body of the 
building was composed of stone. The most respectable of 
the inhabitants sheltered themselves within the body of thti 
church. Here Cromwell advanced, and after some delibera. 
tion, concluded on blowing up the building, For this pur- 
pose belaid a quantity of powder in an old subterraneous pas- 
sage, which was open, and went under the church, but changing 
his resolution, he set fire to the steeple, and as the garrison 
rushed out to avoid the flames, they were slaughtered." « Af- 
ter this Cromwell ordered the inhabitants in the church to be 
put to the sword, among whom many of the Carmelites fell a 
sacrifice."—'* He then plundered the buildings and defeced its 
principal ornaments." 
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and wc aro pos^esflful of, as also a castle they deserted, bo- 
t^Yeell Trynv and l)rv>u-l\e(]a upon the lioyiie. I &ent a 
party of liorse ami drug-ooiis to a house within five miles of 
Trym, tiiere being th(Mi in Trym some Scots companies, 
which the Lord of Ards bruuLrbt to assist tlie Lord of 
Ormonde, but npon the news of Drogheda they ran away, 
bearing' their j^^'cat t>-uns behind themr which we also have 
possesseil. 

And now ^rlve mti leave to say how it came to pass, this 
ureat work is wroni^^ht ; it was set n]}on some of our hearts 
rliat a ti'roat thing- shotdd be done, not by power or might, 
but by the S])irit of God; and is it not so, clearly, tliat 
which caused your men to storm the breach so courageously, 
it was the Spirit of God, who j^ave your men courage, and 
took it away again, and gave the enemy courage, and took 
it away again, and gave youv n-jcn courage again, and 
therewith this great success, and therefore it is good that 
God alone have all tlie glory. 

It is remarkable that this people at tlie first, setup the 
mass in some of the places of the town tliat had been 
monasteries; but afterwards gr(!w so insolent, that the 
Lord's day bef(n-e the stcu-m, th<i Protestants were thrust 
out of tb(? great church called Saint Peter's, and they had 
])ublic mass there ; ami in this very ]>lace near one thousand 
of them were put to the SM'ord, ilyiug thither for protec- 
tion : I believ<^ all their Friars were knocked on the head 
proinlscuonsiy but two, the one of which was Father Peter 
Taalfe, brotl\er to the Lord Taatle, whom the soldiers 
took the next day, and made an end of; the other was 
taken in the ronnJ tower, under the report of a lieutenant, 
and when he understood that the otlieers in that towcn- liad 
no (juarter, he confessed he was a Friar, but that did not 
save him. 

A great deal of the loss in this business fell upon Colo- 
nel CosscU's and Colonel Ewers* regiments ; CJolonel 
Ewers having two field ofiicers in his regiment shot. Colo- 
nel Cossolls, and a captain of his regiment slain, Colonel 
Hewson's captain lieutenant slain. I do not think we lost 
one hundred nnni, though many be wounded. 

I most hund)ly pray tlie Parliament n)ay be pleased, this 
army may be maintained, and that a consideration may be 
had of them, and of the carrying on of affairs here, as nuiy 
give a speedy issue to the work, to which there seems a 
marvellous fair opportunity offered by God ; and although 
it may semn very chargeable to the state of England, to 
maintain so great a force, yet surely to stretch a little for 
the present in following God's Providence, in hope the 
charge will not be long. I trust it will not be thought by 
any, that have not irreconcileablc or malignant princii)les, 
imHt for nui to move for a constant sujiply, which, in all 
human probability, as to otitward ineans, is most likely to 
hasten and jjcrfect this work. And, indeed, if God is 
pleased to (inish it here as he has done in England, the 
war is liktily to ])ay itself. 

We keep the ii(dd much, our tents sheltering us from 
the wet nw'l cold ; but yet, the country sickness overtakes 
many, and therefore, we desire recruits, and some fresh 
regiments of foot nmy be sent ; for, it is easily conceived 
by what the garrisons already drink up, what our field army 
will coine to, if, God shall give more g*arrisons into our 
hands. Craving paulon for this great trouble, I rest, 
Your most humble Servant, 

O. CUOMWKLI^. 

P. S. — A major who brought off 4;3 horse from the 
enemy, since writing the above, told me that it is reported 
in their camps, that Owen Roe and they are agreed. 

The l)efen<lents in Drogheda, consisted of the Lord of 
Ormonde's regiments, Sir Ednnnid Verney, Lieutenant 
Colonel of 400, Colonel Byrne's, Colonel Warren's, and 
Colonel Wall's 2100, the Lord of Westmeath of 200, Sir 
James Dillon of 200, and 200 horse. 

LETTER IL 

Dublhi, September 2lih, 1649. 
Mr. Speaker — I had not received any account from 
Colonel Venables (whoip I sent from Drogheda to endea- 
vour the reducing of Carlingford, and so to march Nortli- 
wards toward a conjunction with Sir Charles Coote}, until 
the last night, after' having- come to Carlingford, having 
summoned the place, both the three castles and the fort 



commanding the harbour, were reduced bv him, wherein 
were about 1,000 muskets, 40 barrels of powder, 7 pieces 
of cannon, and 500 pikes, wanting 20. In the entrance 
into the harbour, Captain Fern aboard your man-of-war had 
some damage, being shot at from the sea fort, a hullK 
shooting through his mainmast. The captain's entrance 
into the harbour was a considerable advantage, and a good 
service ; as, also, was Ca])tain Brodlev's, who, with 40 
seamen, stormed Tenalia at Dro2:heda, and helped to take 
it, for which he deserves an owning by vou. Venables 
marched from Carlingford, with a party of horse and dra- 
goons to the Ncwry, leaving the foot to come after him. 
He summoned the place, and it was yielded before his 
foot came up to him, which promises' well towards vour 
northern interest— which, if well prosecuted, will, I trust 
God, render you a good account of those parts. 

I have sent tlie things to the council of state, to be pre- 
sented for their consideration. I pray God, as these mer- 
cies flow in upon you, he will give you a heart to improve 
them to His glory alone, because he alone is the author of 
them, and of all the goodness, patience, and lonsr-sufferinir, 
exteruled^ towards you. Your army is marched, and^^I 
believe lieth this night near Arklow, in the county of 
Wicklow, on the sea side, about iJO or 40 miles from this 
place. I atn, by God's grace, going towards it. I crave 
your pardon for this trouble, and rest, 

Your humble servant, 

O. Cromwell. 

P.S. I desire the supplies moved for may be hastened. 
I aui verily jjersuaded, though the burthen be great, yet 
it is for your service. If the garrisons we take swallow 
u)) your' men, bow shall we be able to keep the field. Who 
knows but the Lord may pity England's suiierings, and 
make a short work of it — it is in His power so to do, and 
therein is your servant rejoiced. 

I humbly present the condition of Captain George 
Jenkins's widow. He died presently after Tredagli's 
storm — his widow is in great want. 

Thi' following officers and soldiers were slain at the 
storming* of Drogheda : — Sir Arthur Ashton, Governor ; 
Sir Edmund Verney, Lieutenant- Colonel to Ormonde's 
Regiment ; Colonel Fleming ; Lieutenant-Colonel Fin- 
glass ; Major FitzGerald, with eight captains, eight lieu- 
tenants, and eight cornets, all of horse. Colonels Wall, 
Warnm, and Byrne — of foot, with their lieutenants, ma- 
jors, lKtc. Szc, ; the Lord Taaffe's brother, an Augustinian 
friar ; 44 captains, and all their lieutenants, ensigns, <!i:c. : 
2i20 reformadoes and troopers ; 2,500 foot soldiers, besides 
staff-officers, surgeons, (S:c., and many inhabitants.* 

Thus far the account as laid before parliament by Crom- 
well, their Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 

The Marquis of Ormonde, the Regal Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland, in his letters to Charles II. and Lord Byron, 
says, that, " on this occasion, Cromwell exceeded himself, 
and any thing he had ever heard of, in breach of faith and 
bloody inhumanity ; and that the cruelties exercised in 
Drogheda for five days after the town was taken, would 
make as many pictures of inhumanity as are to be found 
in the book ot' martyrs, or in the relation of Amboyna," 
General Ludlow writes, " that tlie slaughter was con- 
tinued all the day of tlie storming, and the next, which 
cxtraoidinary severity was used to discourage others from 
making opposition ;" ami it is observable, that this terri- 
ble slaughter charged upon Cromwell, is so far from being 
palliated or excused by him, in his own letters, that he 
seems to look npon the defenders of Drogheda as a body 
of amalekites destined to destruction, and himself, only as 
the executioner of the Almighty's vengeance ; and, ac- 

* «« And many of tho inhabitants, &c/* , It is tradition- 
ally said that Cromwell's men spared neither age nor sex, du- 
ring the first evening of the storm, bufc exercised the most in- 
lummn cruelties on all who had the misfortune to fall in their 
way, xmtil Cromwell in his advance to St. Peter*s, perceived 
a woman dead (nenr the centre of Peter-street) and an infant 
endeavouring to draw nourishment from her breast ! This 
affecting sight so far softened his callous heart, that he gave 
immediate orders that the work of carnage should cease, and 
the work of death be confined to those taken with arms in 
their hands. 



